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THE COST OF MEDICATION ERRORS 
IN CHEMOTHERAPY

Medication errors in general Adverse drug event due 
to medication errors

deaths among Americans 
each year1

total national costs in America1 increase in patient’s 
length of stay (LOS) 

in costs to the 
health care system 
per event2

4.6 days $4,68544,000 – 98,000 $17 – $29 billion

Medication errors in chemotherapy

Overdosing increases the risk of 
neutropenic complications, which 
account for a minimum of €2,700 
additional costs per treatment.3 

Complications associated with mean 
hospitalization costs of $18,042 per 
patient.4 

Consequences of intercepted 
medication errors

• 216 additional hospitalization
  days per year

•  Annual costs of €92,907:
 €23,658 for additional drugs,
 €69,248 for hospital stays.5

€2,700 $18,042 €92,907216


